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TEXT:  Luke 3:15-17,21-22 
THEME:  CHRIST’S BAPTISM IS HIS PUBLIC INAUGURATION 
 1.  As Our Savior, Intent on Our Salvation 
 2.  As Our Savior, Content with Heaven’s Blessings 
 
The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John 
might possibly be the Christ.  John answered them all, "I baptize you with water.  But 
one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
untie.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  His winnowing fork is in 
his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." … When all the people were being 
baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and 
the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove.  And a voice came from 
heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." 
 
Dear Baptized Children of God: 
 
A year from now the political campaigns will be finished, we will have elected a new 
president to govern our country during turbulent times, and inauguration day will be here.  
Inauguration Day always marks a special time in our nation’s history.  It is the day on which 
the elected candidate is publicly recognized as President, and, with our blessings and 
prayers, assumes the office of president. 
 
Christ Jesus came to fill an office and to fulfill a task.  He didn’t come to be president of a 
nation, king of a country, or general of an army.  He came to be our Savior.  Jesus’ baptism 
is the event that publicly recognizes this fact.  We can say that Christ’s baptism is an 
inauguration of sorts.  It is God’s public affirmation that Jesus, his Son, is our Savior.  His 
baptism also means that Jesus is 1) Intent on Our Salvation and that 2) He Is Content with 
Heaven’s Blessings. 
 
We all know that political candidates make all kinds of promises to get people to vote for 
them.  Once elected, many of those promises are quickly forgotten.  Our God keeps his 
promises.  He promised in the Garden of Eden to send us a Savior, and he did.   
In fact, God keeps promises that he made even before we were created.  “For he chose 
us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight” (Eph 
1:4).  God did not base his promise of salvation on anything that we would do, but on what 
his Son would do.  That’s the promise of grace. 
 
This was a promise made to all people, as we heard last week as we celebrated Epiphany.  
God is not selective in his grace.  It is for everyone; it is all inclusive.  That’s because we 
are all sinners.  We all need a Savior.  We all need God’s promise.  And this promise is for 
all time.  It will never be repealed or amended or broken.  The Lord keeps his Word, 
always. 
 
We don’t keep our word.  Just consider all the promises you have made to yourself or 
others.  How many of them are unfulfilled?  I would guess many of them.  Every year we 
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make new promises—resolutions—to lose weight, quit smoking, spend more time with 
family, and so on, only to break them. 
 
It is not because we don’t have good intentions.  We do, but we are weak in our 
determination.  We break our promises to ourselves and burden ourselves with guilt and 
shame.  Thank God that our salvation is based on Christ’s determination and not ours.  
Christ came determined to fulfill all righteousness.  He came in the flesh, allowing himself to 
be circumcised and given the name Jesus, which means “He saves.”  Now at his baptism 
he is publicly affirming this truth.  His baptism assures us that God has kept his promises.  
Jesus is our Savior as promised by God.  He carried all our sins.  He was the Lamb of God 
who took away the sin of the world.   
 
At his baptism, we also see that JESUS IS CONTENT WITH HEAVEN’S BLESSINGS.  At 
his baptism, Jesus is publicly recognized as the Savior promised by God.  Whether we or 
others approve of him or not is beside the point.  The fact is, the Triune God—Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, are in agreement on the matter.  Jesus is given a heavenly endorsement as 
the Holy Spirit descended on him and the Father spoke his approval:  "You are my Son, 
whom I love; with you I am well pleased." 
 
And Jesus is content with this approval.  It meant his work as Savior was valid.  We see 
Scripture fulfilled.  We see that God sent his Son with heaven’s blessings.  There is an 
implication here for us as well.  As Christ’s brothers and sisters, our ministry, our service to 
God is valid as well.  We can be content with the work God gives us to do in his name.  We 
don’t need anyone else’s approval to serve our Lord.  We have heaven’s blessings as well.  
Our baptisms assure us that our sins are forgiven.  God keeps his promise.  We are 
washed clean in Christ.  That means we are clean to serve God.  This has special 
application today.  We are welcoming a new member into our Trinity family today, Jessica 
Peil, and we will be installing new church council officers and board members.  This is an 
inauguration of sorts.  What makes their service, their ministry, valid is that Christ has 
cleansed them in his blood and made them free to serve.  This happened in their baptism, 
but it began with Christ’s baptism.   
 
Our new church member and our new church officers and board members can put their 
hope in this promise.  The truth is that all of us can put our hope in this promise as we 
serve our Savior and each other.  The Father approves of us in Christ Jesus.  He speaks 
well of us.  The Spirit empowers us through his Word and Sacraments.  He lights on us with 
his peace and grace.  This is what validates our service to God and to each other.  We can 
support one another in this congregation.  We can get involved with our various committees 
and serve the Lord.  We can do this because Christ’s baptism affirms that we are free to 
serve him.   
 
Our baptism is an inauguration into God’s family.  We are validated members of his 
kingdom.  We have the privilege to serve him in our lives with our lives.  And that is a 
privilege we can enjoy now and forever.  Amen. 


